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p. 75Most of this leaf was cut out; 
remaining stub seen against

adjacent pages.
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PROVENANCE

This ledger seems to have been started by the Root family, just prior 
to the building of their home at 5051 Lake Road South, Brockport, 
NY. It was passed on to each new homeowner over the decades. It was 
scanned in its entirety while on loan to Christine Hunt from current 
owners David and Carol Rich.

PHYSICAL SPECIFICATIONS

The ledger was presented in a 13”w x 9 1/4”h, flapped clear plastic 
envelope with a snap button closure. Overall the ledger is in relatively 
good condition. A few of the sewn signatures were loose or unattached. 
A number of pages have been removed—by the author(s) during their 
time it is assumed.
Ledger cover: ~7 3/4”w x 9 3/4”h x~1/8” thick hard cover. A very 
coarse cloth band, of unknown date, is glued to the front and back 
cover—presumably a remedial effort to keep the two covers attached 
because the original (leather?) spine is mostly disintegrated. 
Ledger sheets: 15”w x 9 1/2”h, two pages per side, printed 2 sides. 
Five sheets are folded and sewn into 20 page signatures. 
Ledger pages: 7.5”w x 9 1/2”h. The first page is numbered “3”, 
and the last numbered page is “253”. Some pages are cut out, some 
appear to be entirely missing (see “Leaf/page notes”).

LEAF / PAGE NOTES (entire ledger)

p. 3. No pages having stamped numbers 1 or 2 were found.
p. 11 & 12. One leaf, is totally missing from the ledger.
p. 37 & 38. Most of this leaf was cut out; remaining stub seen 
against adjacent pages.
p. 75 & 76. Most of this leaf was cut out; remaining stub seen 
against adjacent pages.
p. 190 & 191. One leaf, was torn from the ledger. This fragment was 
blank on both sides.
p. 199. Pages 199 and 200, one leaf, was scissored from the ledger 
(see three arrows showing its stub). Its stub is blank on both sides. To 
the right of the stub is pages 201;  the page number in the upper right 
corner was cut out, revealing the number of the next whole page.
p. 200. This page represents the back of the stub seen on the previous 
page. As mentioned, nothing was written on the back of it.
p. 201. This  page had nothing written on it underneath the stub of 
page 199 and 200 seen in page 199.
p. 202. This  page had nothing written on it. The upper left corner 
cut out can be seen on page 206.
p. 203 & 204. One leaf, was somewhat diagonally scissored from the 
ledger about 1/2”- 1” from spine; nothing was written on either side.
p. 205. Pages 205 and 206, one leaf, was scissored from the ledger  
about 1 1/4” from spine; nothing was written on this side.

p. 206. Pages 205 and 206, one leaf, was scissored from the ledger (see 
three arrows showing its stub). There is nothing written on the page 205 
side. Page 202 can be seen to the left of the stub; the cut out in the upper 
left corner shows the number of the next previous whole page.
p. 237. This shows many leafs scissored / torn out. Nothing was 
written on any side of any of the fragments. Fragments of a total of 
seven leafs (14 pages) were discernible (in some cases barely so), but 
one leaf (2 pages) seem to be missing entirely.

SCANNING SPECIFICATIONS / PROCEDURE

Pages 027, 115 and 208-217 were selected by Christine Hunt for 
scanning by Norman Frisch. They had low-tack, colored, page 
indicators affixed to them which were removed during scanning then 
replaced afterward. At that time Norman decided to scan the entire 
ledger. The page indicators are evident in some of these views. 

Pages were scanned using a CanoScan 9000F Mark II scanner in 
photo source, color mode, 300ppi resolution, 100% of size, saved as jpg 
files at “standard” quality. Because of the fragile nature of the ledger, 
all scans were done with as little handling as possible and scanned 
oversize (full platen); adjustments would be done post-scan. 

POST-SCAN IMAGE ADJUSTMENTS

Files were opened in Adobe Photoshop™ where, as needed, they were: 
– Rotated slightly for better alignment with the frame.
– Exposure adjusted (Pages: Highlight level was moved left, to the 
right end of curve. Covers: Exposure levels = 0, 1.10, 180).
– Cropped unbound page edges to eliminate excess image area, but 
enough to ensure full edge coverage. 
– Changed image width to 7.75” wide using reduce canvas, further 
cropping bound edge only.
– Saved with jpg compression at maximum quality. 

PDF FILE PREPARATION

Ledger page images were first placed in an Adobe InDesign™ 
document, where the physical size of each page was reduced to fit the 
page layout. After some trials, it was decided to reproduce the ledger in 
eight sections, each containing about 30 pages. Finished InDesign™ 
file sizes range between 11.6 and 21.9MB for each section.

To facilitate downloading ledger section files from the museum web 
site, each section was exported as an Adobe pdf file at: “Smallest File 
Size (modified)”, with Color and Greyscale Bicubic downsampling 
at 150ppi, Compression: Automatic (jpg) and Quality: Medium. 
Monochrome images: Bicubic downsampling at 300ppi, Compression: 
CCITT Group 4. This resulted in file sizes less than 5MB.


